
Team Spark – Mrs. Kresslein
Topics of Investigation
· Safety 
· Matter and its Interactions
· Structures and Properties of Matter
· Chemical Reactions
· Energy
· Forces and Interactions
· Static Electricity
· Magnetism
· Motion
· Waves and Electromagnetic Radiation
· Ecology – Outdoor School
Materials

Students should have a small 3-ring binder for science handouts.

Classroom Expectations and Discipline

Students are expected to be respectful of one another, focused on learning, and prepared to make good choices to foster a safe, positive learning environment. It is my hope that every student is successful in making positive behavior choices. However, if poor choices are made, a progressive discipline policy will be followed according to the guidelines established by CCPS and West Middle.

Science Safety Acknowledgement

In 6th grade science, students are given the opportunity to participate in many hands-on lab activities. In class, students are given specific directions and are closely supervised during all labs to ensure their safety. In an effort to promote lab safety, I would appreciate your support. Please discuss and sign the attached CCPS Middle School Science Safety Acknowledgement with your child and return it to school.

Evaluation of Progress
Grades are determined by the following categories and weights: 
· Formative Assessments (worth 40% of the quarter grade) - lab activities, text questions, computer assignments, warmups, homework, etc.
· Summative Assessments (worth 60% of the quarter grade) - tests, quizzes, projects, lab assessments, exit assignments, etc.
Grades are based on a standard grading scale:

A = 90 – 100%        B = 80 - 89%
   C = 70 - 79%    D = 60 - 69%         F = 0 - 59%

Homework Policy                                                                                                                       The amount of homework assigned by the teachers will be reasonable, meaningful, and appropriate.  Students should be able to successfully complete their homework assignments independently, though parents are encouraged to monitor their student's efforts and work quality.  If an issue/concern with Science homework develops, please contact Mrs.Kresslein to discuss the matter.
Late Work Policy                                                                                                                     West Middle has the expectation that all students will turn in assigned classwork, homework, and projects for credit on the assigned date.  Late work will be accepted for partial credit. Students who are absent from school have an extension that corresponds to the number of days they were absent.  (Ex:  If the assignment was given while the student was absent for two days, the student will have two additional days to make up that assignment).
Second Chance Learning                                                                                            Second Chance Learning will be offered to all students for summative assessments/assignments at the teacher’s discretion. When second chance learning is offered, dates will be announced in class and on the science website. In order to earn credit for second chance learning, the student must successfully complete a learning plan form and turn it in to the teacher by the date announced. This will allow him/her to redo the assessment/assignment. If the redo/retake grade is higher than the original score, it will replace the original grade. For formative assessments/assignments, opportunities for additional learning are available, but additional credit may not be earned. Second chance learning is not meant to be used as a substitute for lack of preparation. 
Bring Your Own Device                                                                                                   Based on West Middle and CCPS guidelines, personal devices need to be silenced, out of sight, and not used during class, unless under the discretion of the teacher as a tool to support and enhance learning. In science class, there may be occasion to use a personal device for a class activity, but it will not be required. Students will be informed if they are permitted to use a device for a particular lesson. 
Note to Parents/Guardians:

Thank you for your support and I look forward to helping your child learn this year. Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is a question or concern. 
Email : dmkress@carrollk12.org 
 410-751-3661  (planning time  1:35 - 3:05 pm)
Science Website: https://teamsparkscience.weebly.com/
